[Neonatal laryngeal paralysis. Apropos of 116 cases].
The following study is based on a retrospective survey of 116 cases of neonatal vocal cord paralysis referred to out department over a period of 5 years. The purpose of this study is to better define the etiology, the evolution, and the prognosis of this affection in the newborn. The principal prognostic factors are: 1) unilateral versus bilateral involvement, 2) the etiological factors associated with the paralysis. Among 21 newborns with unilateral paralysis occurring after an abnormal or difficult delivery, 90% recovered spontaneously. In this form of vocal cord paralysis and in brachial plexus or facial nerve paralysis of obstetrical origin, the etiopathogenesis and prognosis are comparable. Unilateral vocal cord paralysis as the result of other etiological factors and bilateral paralysis as a group have a worse prognosis (76% and 74% spontaneous recoveries, respectively).